
Last night’s Float and Banner Parade began with a loud and 
loving chant for the grand marshal of the night, “OMER! 
OMER! OMER!” As was all the things you’d expect from a 

parade created by Odyssey of the Mind teams and Associations, 
complete with beautiful fl oats made out of trash, intricate art 
made out of paper, and banners that billowed as each Associa-
tion proudly marched around the arena. In short, the night was 
had a little bit of quirkiness, a few inspiring messages, and a lot of 
fun! 
 MCs Victoria Rae Sook (Texas) and Nick Pankiewicz (New 
Jersey) entertained the audience while explaining each banner 
and fl oat as they paraded around the Hilton Coliseum. 
 Among the many creative entrants there were mythical and 
legendary creatures, community, and celebrations of the many 
cultures that make up the Odyssey of the Mind family. Th e  
handprints of Michigan’s mitten full of community, the rounds of 
ripples on Georgia’s banner, as well as the beautifully detailed 
fl oat depicting a traditional Korean wedding, all reminded us all 
that community lift s us up, our curiosity propels us forward, and 
love unites us all.  

 Th en a panel of judges had the diffi  cult job of selecting the 
top entries - New Jersey Korea was awarded a plaque for the top 
Banner and Japan for the top Float. Th ank you to all Associations 
that took part in this fun Odyssey tradition!

Don’t Miss Graduation and the Coaches Competition! 

T eams, coaches, spectators and officials are invited to the   
 Graduation tonight. Be there in the crowd to congratulate 
 all the seniors who chose to join us here in Ames, IA, 
instead of joining their classmates for commencement. 
Join is after Graduation to cheer on the coaches competing in this 
year's Coaches Competition! 

Odyssey of the Mind World Finals Graduation & 
Coaches Competition

Friday, May 29, 2026
Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. 

(line up at 6:30 p.m. for graduates, sign-up begins 7:30 for Coaches 
Competition)

Float & Banner Parade: We Are Stronger Together
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Hilton Coliseum Reminder:
Clear Bags are required.  Th e clear bag 
policy for the Hilton Coliseum can be 

found on page 15 of your coaches packet. 

(Top Left ) New Jersey serving up the 
“Parade Pizza”
(Top Right) Poland’s fi re-breathing 
dragon that lives under the King’s Lair 
(Right) SHI-SHI and the OKIMOSHI 
fl oat inspired by the traditional Japa-
nese Festival. 



Friday, May 29
• Competitions: Various locations (check the

app)
• NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room

2055, 10 a.m.
• Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m. to

5 p.m.
• International Marketplace: Lied Rec Center,

11 a.m.–4 p.m.
• Graduation: Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. (doors

open 6:30 p.m.)
• Coaches Competition: Hilton Coliseum, 8

p.m.

Saturday, May 30
• Souvenir Sales: Memorial Union, 9 a.m.–12

p.m.; Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
• Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m.–

Noon
• International Marketplace: Lied Rec Center,

9 a.m.–Noon
• NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room

2055, 10 a.m.
• Competitions: Various locations (check the

app)
• Awards Ceremony: Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m.

(doors open 6:30 p.m.) 
• Pre-Teen/Teen Parties: 9:30 p.m.– 12:30

a.m.–Harvester Courtyard
• Coaches’ Recovery Party: Gateway Hotel,

9:30 p.m.–1 a.m.

Sunday, May 31

2026 OM World 2026 OM World 
Finals ScheduleFinals Schedule
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Don’t Miss These Festivities!

Creativity Festival
Th e Creativity Festival is the place 
to be if you’re not competing! We 
have a caricature artists, craft s, ac-
tivity booths, ARM &HAMMER™ 
Baking Soda booth and so much 
more! Th ere are so many booths 
to stop and see, as well as games 
to play. Th e Creativity Festival is 
also a great place to meet up with 
fellow competitors and trade pins! 

Lied Recreation Center
Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

International Marketplace
Th e International Marketplace is a 
great way to support internation-
al competitors. Th ese teams will 
bring souvenirs from their home 
countries to sell to others looking 
for a unique collectible from the 
Odyssey of the Mind 2026 World 
Finals!

Lied Recreation Center
Friday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Th ursday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Have you downloaded the 

OMER’s World App yet?

Lost Key Reminder!

Be sure to keep track of your keys! At check 
in, you will receive an envelope with all your 
keys, use this as a handy resource to gath-

er them all to turn in at check out. Keys must be 
returned at check-out; charges will be assessed for 
unreturned keys (up to $175). If lost keys are found, 
turn them in to one of the 24- hour residence hall 
desks or to the Odyssey information desk. You can 
also check the Odyssey information desk if looking 

Now that World Finals 2026 is in full swing, make sure to visit all 
the opportunities for fun and creativity!

Hope you left  room in your 
suitcase! World Finals and 
Odyssey of the MindTM

Souvenirs will be available for 
purchase every day.  Be sure to stop 
by the Souvenir Sales locations to 
collect all your favorite souvenirs! 

World Finals
Souvenirs



hickory park
restaurant co.

Established in 1970, Hickory Park 

has become a beloved Ames 

tradition known for its authentic 

hickory-smoked barbecue, 

classic American favorites, and 

nostalgic ice cream treats.

reiman
gardens

This award-winning 17-acre 

botanical garden showcases 

stunning plant collections, 

seasonal displays, and a 

captivating indoor butterfly wing 

with up to 800 exotic butterflies. 

Don’t leave without snapping a 

photo with Elwood, the world’s 

largest concrete gnome! 

get outdoors
in ames

Step away from the hustle and 

bustle of the city at Ada Hayden 

Heritage Park, explore the scenic 

trails of Tedesco Environmental 

Learning Corridor, or unwind with a 

book in the peaceful Brookside Park.

downtown
ames

In the heart of Ames, discover a 

charming mix of locally owned 

shops, unique boutiques, cozy 

coffee shops, and the Ames Main 

Street Farmers’ Market, open 

Saturdays from May through fall.

ames
museums

Ames offers several museums that 

showcase its rich culture and 

history. At the Ames History 

Museum, you’ll discover exhibits 

highlighting the city’s past, while 

the Brunnier Art Museum features 

decorative arts from around the 

world. You can also explore Iowa 

State’s heritage at the Farm House 

Museum, located in one of the 

oldest buildings on campus.

DiscoverAmes.com
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Get Around 
Campus with 
CyRide

CyRide, the city’s public transit 
system, will operate a free bus 
service throughout the compe-
tition connecting the residence 
areas, central campus, and the 
Iowa State Center. CyRide also 
will off er free rides throughout 
Ames for Odyssey of the Mind 
participants and coaches wear-
ing their wristbands.  Teams 
that are not on an Odyssey 
package and are staying off  
campus in hotels will need to 
navigate CYRide’s summer 
schedule based on location of 
their hotel.

CyRide’s central campus ‘orange’ 
route will be operating during 
the following hours; the shuttle 
stop hub is located at the Iowa 
State Center on the west side of 
Stephens Auditorium.

Tuesday, May 26: 1
   2:00 pm – 11:00 pm
Wednesday, May 27:    
   6:30 am – 11:00 pm
Th ursday, May 28         
   6:30 am – 11:00 pm
Friday, May 29               
   6:30 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday, May 30         
   6:30 am – Sunday 1:00 am
Sunday, May 31               
   2:00 am – 12:00 pm

COU Annual Pin 
Sweepstakes 

There is still time to enter the Creative 
Opportunities, Unlimited Annual Pin 
Set Sweepstakes. Th e pins were collected 

from associations all over the United States and 
around the globe to create three sets of pins.  It 
will run through June 30th, 2026. Use the QR 
Code to the right or fi nd one around campus at 
World Finals!  COU is a non-profi t group that 
focuses on helping OM teams through grants 
and scholarships.

Pin Trading Hot Spots! 

Everyone loves to trade pins! It’s a great way to 
meet new friends. Please always be respectful 
when trading and remember that there are 

many new pin traders so be sure to make fair trades 
and show them how it’s done! Have fun but please, 
no trading in hallways and cooridors! Here are the 
best places to trade pins on campus:
• At the Creativity Festival
• On the Scheman Building’s south “overhang”
• Outside the Memorial Union (north lawn /west

terrace)

Don’t Forget to get a 
Picture with OMER! 

OMER has been waiting an 
entire year to see everyone back 
at World Finals!  As you are 

exploring the beautiful campus of Iowa 
State University, be on the look out for 
the OMER’s Crew.  OMER will be close 
by and ready to take pictures with you 
and your team! 

omworldfi nals.com




