
Don’t Miss The Float & Banner Parade! 

Teams, coaches, spectators and officials are invited to the Float & Banner 
Parade, tonight at 7:30 p.m. Teams from all participating associations 
parade around the arena in a creative competition. Come cheer on your 

association! It will help judges decide which float and which banner is the most 
creative. Plus, who doesn’t love a parade!

Odyssey of the Mind World Finals  
Float & Banner Parade Thursday, May 28

Hilton Coliseum 7:30 p.m. (line up at 7 p.m. for  
Float and Banner representatives)

More than 685 teams from 
across the U.S. and abroad 
came together as one with 

creativity as the bond. The James 
H. Hilton Colisseum was filled with 
joyous energy as people from all over 
came together as one big OM family. 
   It started with a parade of attending 
associations led by Katarina Micklus 
and Jason Wheeler of Maine. After 
they got the crowd excited, Kata-
rina introduced this year’s winning 
Odyssey Angel group, GROwasso 

from Oklahoma. GROwasso was awarded and recognized for the 
work they did to educate it’s community about food wastefulness 
and creating an easier way to collect compostable food scraps from 
businesses and neighbors.  
	 Sammy Micklus, the Program Director of Odyssey of the Mind, 
took the stage and congratulated and recognized everyone for advanc-
ing to World Finals,  “somebody will be the World Champion, but 
you are all winners.” 
	 We all became Cyclones as Jason Henderson, VP of Extension 
and Outreach at ISU, commanded the stage and welcomed us all 
to Iowa State University, the host of the Odyssey of the Mind 2026 
World Finals. He made a powerful statement that ecompasses OMers 
spectacularly, “you are thinkers, you are creators, you are doers, 
and you are going to push the frontier today, tomorrow, this week, 
and into the future.”

  As the crowd joined in for a round of applause to honor the hun-
dreds of volunteer Officials that traveled to Ames, the past Spirit 
Award Winners stepped onto the stage to welcome the newest Spirit 
Award Winner, Paula Mittner, the World Finals Buddy Team Coor-
dinator.  Paula, who joined the Odyssey Family in 1993, said some-
thing that we believe will resonate with OMers all over the world, 
“You have to find where your piece of the puzzle fits in the world; 
I know I’ve found mine.” 
	 OM Sponsor ARM & HAMMERTM was recognized and played a 
welcome message that highlighted that we share a commone goal, 
“This commitment to finding solutions to everyday problems is 
what drives ARM & HAMMERTM Baking Soda. That’s why we 
are so proud to sponsor Odyssey of the Mind. The real power of  
ARM & HAMMERTM Baking Soda comes from the ingenuity of 
the people who use it.” Aaron Greengard ended the message with 
a resounding “Good Luck!” to all. 
	 The arena continued its thunder-
ous applause as the entire Micklus 
family recited the Odyssey of the 
Mind Pledge, shortly followed by 
William Micklus saying those magic 
words, “Ladies and gentlemen, boys 
and girls, let the games begin!”

Opening Ceremonies: OMER, You Are Clear For Landing!
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(top)The Micklus Family raising their 
hands to shout “We Are the Odyssey 
of the Mind!”
(left) GROwasso accepting their 
award as the winning 2026 Odyssey 
Angels
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OMER has landed in Ames!



Thursday, May 28
•	 Souvenir Sales: Memorial Union, Campanelle 

Room, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; Scheman, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

•	 Team Registration: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Memori-
al Union OM Information Desk 

•	 NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room 
2055, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m.

•	 Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 p.m.–5 
p.m. 

•	 Competitions: Various locations (check the 
app)

•	 Float & Banner Parade: Hilton  
Coliseum, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, May 29
•	 Competitions: Various locations (check the 

app)
•	 NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room 

2055, 10 a.m.
•	 Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m.
•	 International Marketplace: Lied Rec Center, 

11 a.m.–4 p.m.
•	 Graduation: Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. (doors 

open 6:30 p.m.) 
•	 Coaches Competition: Hilton Coliseum, 8 

p.m.

Saturday, May 30
•	 Souvenir Sales: Memorial Union, 9 a.m.–12 

p.m.; Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
•	Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m.–

Noon 
•	 NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room 

2055, 10 a.m.
•	 Competitions: Various locations (check the 

app)
•	 Awards Ceremony: Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. 

(doors open 6:30 p.m.) 
•	 Pre-Teen/Teen Parties: 9:30 p.m.– 12:30 

a.m.–Harvester Courtyard
•	 Coaches’ Recovery Party: Gateway Hotel, 

9:30 p.m.–1 a.m.

Sunday, May 31
Before noon: Checkout (don’t forget your keys!) 

2026 OM World 2026 OM World 
Finals ScheduleFinals Schedule
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OMWorldFinals.comOMWorldFinals.com

Be sure to visit our generous sponsor ARM & HAM-
MER(TM) during your time at World Finals! Repre-
sentatives will have a fun booth at the Creativity 

Festival filled with hands-on activities in the first level of 
the STEM building. Take the opportunity to thank them 
and continue using their wonderful product in creative 
ways! Hint: it will definitely be fun and it just might be a 
little messy!
During Creativity Festival: Show off your 
arm flex in the Baking Soda photo booth, 
enjoy giveaways, and take part in fun 
hands-on activities! 

ARM & HAMMERTM at World Finals!

Housekeeping Reminders:
Parking on Campus
Currently there are Odyssey of the Mind vehicles that are illegal-
ly parked.   Vehicles should NOT be parked in any red 24-hour 
reserved spots or yellow general faculty reserved spots.   If you are 
parked in the following lots, you need to move your car immedi-
ately before it is ticketed and towed.   Thank you for your cooper-
ation:
			  •   Lot 59	 •   Lot 82	
			  •   Lot 59A	 •   Lot 56
			  •   Lot 1		 •   Lot 80
			  •   Lot 67

Parking is available in the following orange or blue lots:
	 •  Iowa State Center Lots
	 •  Lot 63
	 •  Lot 29

Dining Centers
We hope that you are enjoying the meal options at the Iowa 
State Dining Centers.   As a reminder to teams, please help 
keep our dining center clean by taking your tray, dishes, and 
trash in the correct area and not leave on the table.  This will 
help keep dining centers clean and tidy for the next guest.   
Thank you for your cooperation!

OMWorldFinals.com
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	 @	 @OdysseyHQ OdysseyHQ       

Share all the fun of WF!  #OMWF26  #WeLoveOM

Plan to get your team photo taken during 
World Finals! Bring your entire team to the 
booth to be photographed immediately after 

your competition. No appointments are necessary, 
but come as early as you can to avoid long lines. 
Costumes and props are strongly encouraged. 
	 Photos will be taken at the following times and 
locations:

Creativity Festival (Lied Rec Center)
n Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
n Saturday: 9 a.m. to noon

Hilton Coliseum (Main Concourse)
n Wednesday: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
n Thursday: 12:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
n Friday: 12 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
n Saturday: 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Team picture prices:
n 5x7 — $12
n 8x10 — $20
n Key Chain special — $20
n Light up photo badge Lanyard —$20
n Shadow Box — $20 
n Magnet Special — $20
n Odyssey Yearbook — $25
n Team Posters— $50 + S&H

Get Your Team Photo!

Hope you left room in your 
suitcase! World Finals and 
Odyssey of the MindTM 

Souvenirs will be available for 
purchase every day.  Be sure to stop by 
the Souvenir Sales locations to collect all your 
favorite souvenirs! 

World Finals
Souvenirs

Join admission representatives from Iowa State University 
(ISU) and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
on Thursday night at 7:00pm to learn about the college 
search and application process, followed by a Q&A session. 
Students, coaches, and family members are all welcome to 
attend and light refreshments will be served.

Download
the App!

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ocs.confpal.omer&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/omers-world-finals/id979057972


Each year, Odyssey Alumni honors outstanding in-
dividuals who go above and beyond to support the 
OM community. This year, we proudly recognize 

three inspiring OMers through the Emerging Alumni 
Award and Alumni Ambassador Award.

Emerging Alumni Award - Norah Cardinal (NY) & 
Jailynn Harmon (NY)
 This award honors high school sophomores and juniors 
making extraordinary contributions to OM. 

Alumni Ambassador Award - Ashton Talma (NY)
 Recognizing alumni ages 18–25 who remain active 

through judging, coaching, and leadership.

Thank you to our recipients for keeping the OMer 
spirit alive!
 Don’t forget to share your support and contributions to 
our community and apply for next year’s awards—let’s 
keep celebrating creativity, community, and innovation.

Alumni Awards Celebrate OMer Spirit
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It’s Not Too Late to Join In the Fun!
2026 Coaches Competition still open

Odyssey of the Mind coaches and volunteers work hard to facilitate creative thinking – but that’s 
not the hardest part. All year they have to keep their creative ideas to themselves while the teams 
have all the fun! This competition is their chance to express themselves, solve a problem, and have 

fun doing so. And the best part – teams and parents can participate with the coach as well. If you want to 
participate simply arrive at Hilton Coliseum with your solution and cheering squad by 7:30 pm and sign 
in. Please be mindful of the graduation ceremony taking place. We look forward to seeing you!

A. The problem
Your problem is to design, create and wear a 

costume that creatively reveals team members 
as you walk the runway.

B. Limitations
1. The costume must:
a. be an original design; however, it may include 

commercially produced parts.
b. will appear to be a single costume worn by the 

coach.
c. move down the runway as the coach walks in it 

and be created in a way for the team members 
to creatively appear in outfit and/or concept.

d. be safe in its design. For example, your costume 
isn’t allowed to have AC power. If it is judged 
to pose potential harm to anyone or the 
competition site it will be prohibited.

2. All aspects of the design will be considered in 
judging.

3. You will walk the runway as directed by the 
judges. As you walk, team members will reveal 
themselves from the costume. All reveals must 
be complete by the time you make it to the 
Pose Line. 

	 You will then give a creative pose including all 
parts of the reveal.

C. The Competition
1. You will be assigned a number when you 

register at the competition site.

2. When your number is announced you move to 
the Wait Line in costume.

3. Demonstrating the Costume:
a. Competitors will walk one at a time from 

behind the Wait Line down the Runway to the 
Pose Line.

b. You will be viewed by the judges and then move 
on and the next team will participate.

D. Scoring
1. Your costume will be scored by the judges on 

the visual impact of the design before the 
reveal, the creativity of the reveal, the number 
of teammates revealed and the visual impact 
and creativity of the pose.

2. Certificates will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place.

3. A certificate will be awarded to the person with 
most outstanding STYLE. In this problem, 
Style will be how well you make yourself stand 
out from the rest. Every contestant is eligible, 
even those who place 1st, 2nd, or 3rd.

Need Supplies? 
Here are local 
options.

Hardware and rental stores
Rent-A-Center, 222 Lincoln Way
Ace Hardware, 615 24th St.
Hokel Machine Supply, 224 Duff 

Ave
Theisen’s, 1315 S. Dayton Rd.
Lowe’s, 120 Airport Rd.
Menards, 700 SE 16th St.
Habitat For Humanity Restore, 
3504 Grand Ave.

Copy Centers
Prints Copy Center, 118 
Sherman Ave #103
CopyWorks, 105 Welch Ave.
Heuss Printing, 903 N. Second 
St.
Staples, 1333 Buckeye Ave 
Nite Owl Printing and Copy, 526 
Main St #101 
Printing Services, Student Inno-
vation Center, 606 Bissell Rd, 
Room2114

Supplies
		   Hobby Lobby, 620 Lincoln Way

The Hobby Shop, 200 Main St
Wal-Mart, 534 S. Duff Ave and 
3105 Grand Ave.
Target, 320 S. Duff Ave.
ISU Book Store, Memorial Union 
(2229 Lincoln Way)

		   Sam’s Club, 305 Airport Road 


