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Sunday May 31,2026 e ODYSSEY OF THE MIND WORLD FINALS e Jowa State University

2026 M Awards (‘eremony:
(‘reativity is (Jur {uperpower!

OMers know how to bring the energy, there isn’t a

problem than an OMer cannot solve, and there is no
shortage of creativity when an OMer is around! Tonight, the
Hilton Coliseum was filled with teams, coaches, Officials, and
of course... Hilton Magic!

We know one thing for sure and two things for certain:

Program Director Sammy Micklus brought Karen Kehrli,
a long-time Odyssey of the Mind volunteer, to announce the
2026 Wayne Kehrli Memorial Scholaship: Daniella Covar-
rubias. He then thanked the volunteer Officials, ARM &
HAMMER™, and Iowa State University.

The roar of the crowd could be heard across Iowa State
University Campus when Sammy asked for, “the team who has
the best coach [to] make noise now!” In fact, the crowd was
so loud that Dr. David Cook, President of Iowa State Univer-
sity, said it may have been the loudest crowd he’s ever heard!
Dr. Cook mentioned that ISU has been a host of Odyssey of
the Mind World Finals for 36 years! He led a round of applause
for Sammy and Cheryl Micklus for their valiant work to lead
this program today and into the future.

We were all excited to watch the trailer for “Beyond the
Box - The Odyssey Story”, a movie about Odyssey of the Mind
to be released in the Fall of 2026.

Then it was time to reveal the top six place teams! Katarina
Micklus and Dr. James Mourey charmed the crowd with their
back and forth poetry about each problem as they announced
sixth through fourth place to stand and be recognized. Of
course the arena was filled with cheers as each team stood
in the true spirit of OM.

The excitement grew as the duo made their way through
each problem and division, and then they announced the
OMER’s Awards and Ranatra Fusca Awards and finally first
place.

As teams moved across the stage and received their

awards Jim led the crowd in saying “hi” and “I love you”
arena could say hi to everyone that couldn’t make it to
World Finals watching from home. In true Odyssey spirit,
the applause was incredibly loud, showing how even in
intense competition, OMers cheer for each other from far
and wide.

Thank you for a wonderful season to all competitors
(and now friends and family), see you next year!

top left: OMER leading the
dance party! Top right: Kata-
rina Micklus and Dr. James
Mourey begin the poetry for
problem 1! Bottom right:
OMER Award Recipients
from Delaware Valley High
School with the picture of
their teammate who could
not come to World Finals
due to a severe injury.




2026 OM WORLD
FINALS SCHEDULE

Sunday, May 31
Before noon: Checkout

REMINDER: The coach

must turn in all room keys at
check out. An ISU team mem-
ber will make note of all keys
received.

CREATIVITY
FESTIVAL BOOTH
WINNERS

MOST CREATIVE:
[Jelaware

MOST POPULAR:
New Jersey
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Problem I: ()ff the Rails!

Off the Rails! Division |

IsT WesT UNIVERSITY ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 3956 Houston, TX
2ND SycAMORE VALLEY ELEMENTARY ScHooL TM A 4120 DanviLLE, NCA
3rD ForestviLLE ELEMENTARY ScHoor. TM A 4051 Great Farrs, VA

41H SeveN Pr's TM A 7539 Srour, KR

5TH SHANGHAT ExXP ScnooL. TM A 7665 SHANGHAI, CN

6TH SincrAR ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 4980 Houston, TX

Off the Rails! Division Il

IsT OsroDEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A7631 Sorot, PD
2ND EUBANKS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL TM A 4599 SoUTHLAKE, TX

3rD SpoLECZNA SzkOLA PoDsT - SzczeciNn TM A 7630 Sorot, PD

41H WarwicK VALLEY MIDDLE ScHoor. TM A 4628 Warwick, NY

5TH Pocono MouNTAIN EAsT JHIGH ScHOOL TM A 6296 SWIFTWATER, PA
6TH CHamNO VarLey ADvOGATE TM A 6062 CHino Hirrs, SCA

Off the Rails! Division IlI

Ist OsrODEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A 7632 Sorot, PD
2ND GENESEO MIDDLE/HiGH ScHooL TM A 4449 GeNEsEo, NY
3rD SAYREVILLE WAR MEMORIAHIGH ScHoOL TM A5413 PARLIN, NJ
41H Corunna HigH Scioor. TM A 4851 Corunna, MI

5TH 1PAD REHAB MICROSOLDERING TM A 7075 HoNEOYE FArLLs, NY
6TH FARPORT ODYSSEY OF THE MIND TM A 4675 FARPORT, NY

Problem 2: Jost in (J\[F Rland

Lost in OMERIand Division |

1sT BrerLrare Dest Grour TM A 5309 Housrton, TX

2ND DrErAwARE VALLEY ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 3895 Sprarrow Bush, PA
2ND Jonn SINNOTT ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 5220 Mirprtas, NCA

3rD Burorp Sextor AcapEmy TM B 4077 Burorp, GA

41tH Mirrs PARK ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 4233 Cary, NC

5TH ENota MurtieLE INTELLINCE AcADEMY TM A 4184 GAINESVILLE, GA
6TH SporLeczNA SzkoLA PopstT.O. - Lopz TM A 7634 Sorort, PD

Lost in OMERIand Division Il

Ist PiErwszA SPorrczNa SzKwA - GDyNIA TM A 7636 Sorot, PD
2ND MEADOWLARK MIDDLE ScHoor TM A 4880 WinsToN SALEM, NC
3rD On AuNTiE ANTS TM A 7557 Skour, KR

3rD FAIRPORT ODYSSEY OF THE MIND TM A 4677 FamrrorT, NY
4tH H B DuPonT MipDLE ScHoor. TM A 5156 NEwARK, DE

4tH SHANGHAI YUEPU EXP SCH TM A 7683 SHaNGHAL, CN
5TH Kippovate TM A 7482 BrrHESDA, M

6TH Br Toe Hamster TM A 5773 LoNcwoob, FL

Lost in OMERIand Division Il

Ist OsroODEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A 7639 Sorort, PD
2ND I LickuM OGOILNOKSZTALCCE - GDANSK TM A 7638 Sorot, PD
3rD Drraware Varrey Hica Scioor. TM A 3884 Mirrorp, PA

41H JP StEvENs HigH ScnooL TM A 6386 Ebisox, NJ

5TH AcApEMY AT THE LAKES TM A 5512 Lanp O Laxes, FLL

6TH East MEckLENBURG HicH Scioor, TM A 3918 CHarrortE, NC
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Problem J: (lassies... The [ pic Quest

Classics... The Epic Quest Division |

st SHANGHATI JTADING LUWAN Prr ScHooL TM A7671 SHANGHAL, CN
2ND Erisa NELSON ELEMENTAR INNOVATION TM A4291 Parm HARBOR, FLL
3RrRD ArL SaNTs Episcoprar, ScHoor, TM A 6142 TYLER, TX

41tH MARTIN LuTHER KING ELETARY ScHOOL TM A 4146 EDIsON, NJ

5TH ROCKENBAUGH ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 4593 SOUTHLAKE, TX
5TH AsHFORD PARK ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 7610 BROOKHAVEN, GA
6TH MORNINGSIDE ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 4941 Port St Lucts, FL

Classics... The Epic Quest Division Il

Ist Woobprow WiLsoN MIDDLE ScHOOL TM B 6829 Ebison, NJ
2ND SPRING ForEsT MIDDLE ScHoor. TM A 4756 Houston, TX
2ND Lu-MARK TM A 7577 Seour, KR

3rD TowARZYSTWO PRZYJACIOLSIERAKOWICE TM A7642 SoroT, PD
41H EcoLE BILINGUE INTERNAIE (FRANCE) TM A 4847 ENTRELACS (ST GIROD), FR
5TH PiNCKNEYVILLE MIDDLE ScHooL. TM A 7613 PracHTREE CORNERS, GA

6TH OsroODEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A7643 Sorot, PD

Classics... The Epic Quest Division llI
Ist OsroODEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A7645 Sorot, PD

2ND NOorRTHWEST GUILFORD Kiwants TM A 4378 GREENSBORO, NC
3rD FrstHEALTH OF THE CAROLINAS TM A 4328 WEsT END, NC
3RrRD Prymoutn WHrtEMARSH HiGH ScHooL TM A 7255 CONSHOHOCKCEN, PA

41tH SaramaNcA HiGH Schoor. TM A 6533 Saramanca, NY
5TH MounT SAINT MARY AcapEmy TM A 4086 Lrrtre Rock, AR

6TH SPOLECZNA SzKOLA PopsTory - LUuBIN TM A 7644 Sorort, PD
Classics... The Epic Quest Division IV
Ist AcapEMY AT THE LAKES AAssociatioN TM A 6571 Laxp O Lakes, FL

2ND A MoMENT’S REFLECTION TM A7625 RALEIGH, NC
3rD Dr1ver LiBrRARY TM A 6611 LoupsnviLLe, NY
4tH OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY TM A 7600 STILLWATER, OK

Problem 4: [ifes a Ball!

Life’s a Ball Division |

IsT PoquosoN ELEMENTARY ScHoor. TM A 5800 PoqQuoson, VA

2ND HD SHANGHAI TM A 7673 SHANGHAT, CN

2ND HamizroN ELEMENTARY Sc TECHNOLOGY TM A 5733 SANFORD, FLL

3rD MARTIN LUTHER KING ELETARY ScHOOL TM A4145 EDIsoN, NJ

4tH PENNEKAMP ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 4223 MANHATTAN BEACH, SCA
5TH Szkora Popstawowa GEDALIS - Gpansk TM A 7647 Sorot, PD

6TH DErLAWARE VALLEY ELEMENTARY ScHOOL TM A 3894 MIiLrForD, PA

Life’s a Ball Division I

IsT PoquosoN MibpLE ScHoor TM A 4044 Poquoson, VA

2ND Bovs & Gires INvENTIOCLUB ToYOoTA TM A 4112 Toyota Crty, AICHI-PREF., JP
3RD JouN ApAamMs MIDDLE ScHOOL TM B 5347 Ebisox, NJ

3rD DErLAWARE VALLEY MIDDLE ScHooL TM A 3881 MirrorD, PA

4tH Mirrs PARK MiDDLE ScHoor. TM A 4253 Cary, NC

5TH PrrrsForD MIDDLE ScHooL TM B 5113 Prrrsrorp, NY

6TH NORTHERN TRAILS 5-6 ScHooL. TM A 6506 GRAND Rarips, MI
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’ Life’s a Ball Division IlI
S War S Ist Mira Costa Hicr Scioor. TM A 3869 MANHATTAN BEacH, SCA

2ND SHANGHAT I&C FOR LANG ScrHoor, TM A 7675 SHANGHATL, CN

3RrRD East MECKLENBURG HicH Scroor. TM A 4390 CuarLOTTE, NC
PDI:OI_’IF m 121:11‘0“ O 41H OWEN ] RoBerTs HiGH ScHooL. TM A 6003 SprING Crty, PA
1vision 5TH I LickuM OGOLNOKSZTALCCE - GDANSK TM A 7651 Sorot, PD

Irondequoit High School
Rochester, NY 5537 (Team)

— e Problem 5: Taller Tales of John Jivery

hours decorating clothes pins with

BrerHrEHEM CENTRAL H1GH ScHoor. TM A 5948 DrrLMAR, NY

encouraging, sweet, or humorous Taller Tales of John Jivery Division |
sayings to rgnflomly attach to ther 1sT SPOLECZNA SzKOLA Popst - Szczecin TM A7653 Sopot, PD
OO};M partlcgzﬁnts‘ that they did 2nDp Buena Vista ELeMeNTARY ScHOOL TM A 6379 WarnuT Creex, NCA
?}? € ;llow. ;3 2’ pplglg st(illrar}llgers, 3RrD Camp CREEK ELEMENTARY ScHooL TM A 4817 LiLBurN, GA

€y hoped to spread good caeer 4tH CALHOUN ELEMENTARY ScHooL TM A 5530 CarHouN, GA
and positive energy at World Finals. 5 R N E S TM A 4446 ForT P AL
In addition, even though they were TH AIRLAWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ORT PIERCE,

6TH Hamvieron AVENUE Scroor. TM A 5229 GreenwicH, CT

not picked to have an international

buddy team, they still chose tobring ll Taller Tales of John Jivery Division Il

small gift bags filled with NY key- 1stT Pocono MounTtAIN East JHiGH ScHooL TM A 6302 SWIFTWATER, PA

chains, Kodak Pins (from Rochester, 2ND MirLs PARK MIDDLE ScHoOL TM A 4254 Cary, NC

NY), and othgr fun s.nacks frf)m the 3RrRD SporEczNA SzkorA PopstT.O. - Lopz TM A 7655 Sorot, PD

Zirfil:;i:rlln?aﬁc:;t.evr\?e a;(zr;a; 3RrD CENTER FOR INTERDISCIPND REsEARCH TM A 6217 BELLE IsLE, FL
GosHEN MIDDLE ScHoor. TM A 4955 GosHeN, NY

proud of them for thinking ahead of 4ra
ways to spread kindness, welcome, 5TH OsroDpEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A 7654 Sorort, PD

and joy to people they have never 6TH DINGMAN-DELAWARE MIDDLE ScHooL TM A 3885 MiLrorD, PA

met. 6TH ALLEGANY LIMESTONE MIDIGH ScHooL. TM A 6707 ALLEGANY, NY
; : Taller Tales of John Jivery Division Il

Problem 3: Classics... The Epic IsT OsroDpEK TwoRrczE] PsycHMB - Gpansk TM A7657 Sorort, PD

Quest Division I
All of them
All teams in Problem 3 division 1

2ND THEATREZONE TM A 5689 Bonrta SPRINGS, FLL

3RrRD Rockrorp Hich Scuoor. TM A 6424 Rockrorp, M1
41TH VEstAL Hicn Scinoor. TM A 3891 VEestarL, NY

4tH MyErs Park HigH Scroor. TM A 5886 CHARLOTTE, NC

Normally, recipients would come

forward to receive this recognition. 5TH KeystoNE OAks HigH ScHoor. TM A 5076 PrrrsBurGH, PA
However, because this honor belongs 5TH HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN ScHOOLS TM A 4871 FisHEers, IN
to multiple outstanding teams, we 6TH UppER SAINT CraR HIGH ScHOOL TM A 4257 PITTSBURGH, PA
ask that the recipients please stand to 6TH DurHaM CommuntTy ScHooL. TM A 4950 DurHAMm, ME 1sT
be{ﬁ“’gn;fedt' E o Taller Tales of John Jivery Division IV

TOUBOUL The fouriiament, the IsT UNIWERSYTET SLASKI - KaTowicE TM A 7658 Soror, PD

Problem 3: The Epic Quest Division
1 site faced unexpected technical
challenges during performances. At
times, the lights would suddenly go
out — sometimes once, sometimes
not at all, and in some performances
as many as four to six times. Despite
the uncertainty of the interruptions,
every team handled the situation
with remarkable positivity, patience,

d 3
ST Connect With Us! -
Rather than allowing the circum-
stances to derail their performances, @OdysseYH Q O
these teams adapted quickly, sup-
ported one another, and continued All evening events were live streamed then posted through these

Thank You ARM & HAMMER™

OMER wants to give a huge thank you to ARM &
HAMMER™ Baking Soda for sponsoring Problem 1:
Off the Rails! this year. We are so grateful for your part-
nership in instilling creativity and a can-do attitude into
the hearts and minds of tomorrow’s problem-solvers!

with smiles, determination, and @0dysseyHQ social accounts and www.omworldfinals.com.

true Odyssey spirit. Their resilience, Highlight pictures from World Finals will be posted to Odys-

teamwork, and outstanding attitudes , . . .
exemplified the very best 0% Odyssey seyHQ’s WF website. Be sure to tell your family and friends and

of the Mind. watch them yourself to relive WEF!

#OMWF26 #WeLoveOM




OMER's Awards
(ontinued

Problem 4: Life’s a Ball Division III
Delaware Valley High School
Milford Pennsylvania USA
Delaware Valley High School

Just one practice before departing

for World Finals, this team faced an
extraordinary challenge when a key
teammate, Beau, suffered a serious in-
jury after being caught in a crowd that
stormed the field at a baseball game,
resulting in a punctured kidney. Unable
to attend, Beau left a pivotal role in
the team’s skit suddenly vacant, giving
them only one day to make major
changes.

Despite the setback, the team rallied
together. They honored Beau through-
out their journey and performance,
finding meaningful ways to include
him even in his absence. Their resil-
ience, teamwork, and determination
were on full display as they delivered an
outstanding performance on the World
Finals stage.

For overcoming adversity with remark-
able perseverance and heart, this team
is truly deserving of this award.

Officials

Problem 5: Taller Tales of John
Jivery Division I

Timekeeper Duo Judging Team

The OMer’s Award recognizes out-
standing sportsmanship, exemplary
behavior, *or* exceptional talent. It
is rare that we have the opportunity
to nominate a team for all of these,
but here we are. This pair has worked
together for years, contributing in
countless ways within and outside of
their home region. For World Finals,
assigned together as timekeepers/
announcers for Problem 5, Division
1, they came as their alter egos Queen
Libraria and Lady Barnes of Noble.
They were exemplary in their behavior,
maintaining not only their own positive
and supportive energy for each team
but also keeping the audience engaged,
warm, and excited for the next team’s
performance.

Despite being in the far corner of the
campus - teams, parents, and officials
from around the world came to see
“Queen Libraria and the ditzy one”

As they introduced each team, they
encouraged both creative performances
and a spirit of discovery, inspiring the
audience to learn more through books
and other avenues of exploration.

The judges from all of Problem 5 are
proud to nominate the timekeeper/an-
noucer team of Risa (Queen Libraria)
and Jenny (Lady Barnes of Noble)
from P5D1 for the Outstanding OMer’s
Award.

SPECIAL SECTION

Ranatra fusca Winners

Problem 1: Off the Rails Division I

Think-Tube 7543
Seoul, Korea

How do you get a water wheel to power a
vehicle, on dry land, and without any water?

Well, this team worked it out with an inno-
vative and risky propulsion system. Using an
electric-powered vertical conveyor belt, it de-
livered a steady stream of heavy metal spheres
into a team-created wooden “water wheel”.
Continuously recycling the balls, the vehicle
magically glided across the floor to perform its
tasks.

This Rube Goldberg-style infinite propul-
sion system was a wonder to behold. Simple,
unique, and creative, this team-designed
vehicle was one that none of the judges had
ever seen before.

Problem 1: Off the Rails Division II

Women in IP Network, Team A 6397
Arlington, VA

This team transformed an ordinary cauldron
into a fully engineered message-revealing
chemical printer. What looked like a simple
prop onstage secretly combined chemistry,
motion, and clever mechanics. During their
performance, the cauldron came to life: paper
rolled through a hidden activating liquid, was
dusted by an automated shaking mechanism,
and then brushed clean as the final message
dramatically appeared. The entire reveal was
designed, tested, and built by the team, creat-
ing a moment that felt like real magic powered
by real ingenuity. Their creativity turned a
single prop into a show-stopping invention
that surprised everyone watching.

Problem 1: Off the Rails Division III

Geneseo Middle/High School Tm A
4449 Geneseo, NY

The team’s solution demonstrated exception-
al creativity by transforming a simple bak-
ing soda reaction into a component of their
performance. Rather than using the chemical
reaction as a visual effect, the team engineered
a system where the reaction powered a music
box mechanism that played recognizable bars
from Hotel California. This innovative appli-
cation combined chemistry and mechanical
engineering in an unexpected way, exemplify-
ing the spirit of the Ranatra Fusca Award.

Problem 1: Off the Rails Division III

Osrodek Tworczej Psychoedukacji
DAMB - Gdansk 7632
Sopot, Poland

This team blew us away with a fusion of sci-
ence and stagecraft with their Arm and Ham-
mer baking soda. Instead of a classic volcano,
they engineered a complex, wearable machine.
On a performer’s back, this device triggered a
meticulous chemical chain reaction. By using a
team-made thermometer, the team harnessed
the temperature shifts and gas release of water,
vinegar, and baking soda not just to create
foam, but to open a network of intricate tubes
winding across the character’s arms and torso,
sending a blue liquid surging through them
like pulsing veins. It was a masterclass in theat-
rical chemistry, and an absolute visual triumph
from the stage.

Problem 5: Taller Tales of John Jivery
Division I1

Pocono Mountain East Junior High
6302 Swiftwater, PA

This earth shattering performance blew our
minds and brought the seasons to life. This
team spun a tale (and the earth) to tell how the
seasons came to be.

The judges felt as if they were transformed
into peasants sitting in the royal court of
spring, summer winter and fall.

When axis crashed into earth chaos broke
loose. Each season was presented by a royal
member of the court through original songs,
themes and weather events to represent the
differences between them and the forms of
chaos they bring.

After weather effects shown through a
working snow globe and a love story with the
moon. Axis finally saved the world by making
room for all the seasons to co-exist.

This team transported the whole audience to
a fairy tale climate.

Broadway extended all the way to Ames this
weekend.




