
I n a touching graduation ceremony, the Class of 2026 received 
powerful words of wisdom and were reminded that with the 
power of creativity on their side, the future is limitless. 

 As OMER led the graduates to their seat in the Hilton Coliseum, 
the stage filled with inspiring speakers. Dr. Lisa Hackney began 
with a heartfelt invocation, “You’re standing in the prestage for the 
next performance of your life. You’ve prepared for this step for a 
long time. And in your thoughts, and in your actions, and in your 
dreams. For most of you, this next performance will feel endless; 
college, technical school, a gap year, career, [and] life. But when 
you’re standing where I am, it’s going to feel like eight minutes. 
My prayer for you is that you will be spontaneous, you will solve 
problems, you will work as a team, and do what it takes to make 
your long-term spectacular, and follow your dreams.” 
 Then Katarina Micklus introduced the Spirit Award Winner, 
Paula Mittner. Paula began by sharing her hope for their futures, 
“that [they] find [their] Odyssey skills to be helpful in, sometimes, 
surprising ways.” She then reflected on how they can help OM in 
the future, “You need to stay involved. You need to volunteer and 
support this program with your time and talent because you are 
the future of Odyssey of the Mind. You will make it possible for 
other students to have the same opportunity and experience that 
you’ve had. It’s up to you to carry the program forward.” 
 Honor graduate, Aashima Goswami, shared her journey through 
Odyssey and how she realized that, “OM was never about the medals 
in the first place; it was about the people that we’ve met and the 
connections that we’ve made.” 
 Honor graduate, Kayley Kassuba, expressed her appreciation 

for OM because it taught her incredible skills, like public speaking 
and being spontaneous. She highlighted another activity in OM 
that cultivates friendships and helps meet new people: pin-trading.  

   Jose Martinez, World Finals Head Judge for Problem 5, gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree and used his own experience as proof 
that, “Sometimes the most unexpected path becomes the most 
meaningful one.” 
 Dr. Lisa Hackney concluded the ceremony by giving the bene-
diction and announcing the graduates.  Congratulations, OMers!  

 

Coaches Competition: Fun for All! 
Creative costumes, loud cheering, and chants fi lled Hilton Coliseum Friday night -- 
but it wasn’t  because of students, it was the coaches! Many coaches rose to the chal-
lenge of creating a costume that reveals team members as they walk the runway! It 
was a tough decision, but through crowd support and OM judging there were three 
winners and the fi rst place winner won best Style!

1 & Style. Arlington Classic ACA, TX, Travia Mucci

2. A Moment Refl ection, Raleigh, NC, Elizabeth Polomik

3. St. John the Evangelist School, NY, Angela Wilson & John Seicerk
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Aashima Goswami(left ), Kayley Kassuba(middle), Jose Martinez (right)



                                  Our friends at ARM & HAMMER brought  
                               Baking Soda to new heights at the Creativity 
                              Festival!  A little bit of baking soda and a  
     little bit of vinegar sent OMer-built rockets made 
 from two-liter bottles to the sky! 

    

Saturday, May 30
• Souvenir Sales: Memorial Union, 9 a.m.–4 

p.m.; Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
• Creativity Festival: Lied Rec Center, 9 a.m.–

Noon 
• International Marketplace: Lied Rec Center, 

9 a.m.–Noon
• NASA Science Talks: Hoover Hall Room 

2055, 10 a.m.
• Competitions: Various locations (check the 

app)
• Awards Ceremony: Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. 

(doors open 6:30 p.m.) 
• Pre-Teen/Teen Parties: 9:30 p.m.– 12:30 

a.m.–Harvester Courtyard
• Coaches’ Recovery Party: Gateway Hotel, 

9:30 p.m.–1 a.m.

Sunday, May 31
Before noon: Checkout (don’t forget your keys!) 
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Team Photos:

Plan to get your team photo taken during 
World Finals! Bring your entire team to the 
booth to be photographed immediately aft er 

your competition. No appointments are necessary, 
but come as early as you can to avoid long lines. 
Costumes and props are strongly encouraged. 
Creativity Festival (Lied Rec Center)
 Saturday: 9 a.m. to noon

Hilton Coliseum (Main Concourse)
 Saturday: 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Team picture prices:
 5x7 — $12
 8x10 — $20
 Key Chain special — $20
 Light up photo badge Lanyard —$20
 Shadow Box — $20
Magnet Special — $20
Odyssey Yearbook — $25
 Team Posters— $50 + S&H

International Marketplace

Did you visit the International Marketplace yesterday? If not, it’s still 
going on today from 9am - 12 pm at the Lied Recreation Center! 

                          Our f
                            Baking 
                           Festival
     little bit of vine
 from two-liter bo

3, 2, 1, Blast Off!

Today is the last day to 
pick up your World Fi-
nals and  OM Souvenirs.

Stop by Memorial Union and 
the Creativity Festival to snag 
the swag!  

World Finals
Souvenirs



Share your OMerSelfi es!
Share your videos and selfi es 

with the hashtag
#WeLoveOM
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@OdysseyHQ OdysseyHQ 

Share all the fun of WF!  #OMWF26  #WeLoveOM

Departure Shuttles

Return shuttle information has been posted.  If 
you have scheduled a shuttle to transport you 
to Des Moines, you can view your pick up 

time on the Discover Ames website. 
   Pick up will be on the south side of Memorial 
Union.  Please arrive no later than 15 minutes before 
your shuttle leaves. Make sure you check-in with the 
Discover Ames table to confi rm your arrival.  If you 
are not within walking distance 
from Memorial union, CyRide 
will be operating starting at 
1:30am to transport you to the 
pickup location. CyRide will be 
on a 15-20 minute loop; plan 
your trip accordingly. 

Lost Key Reminder!

Be sure to keep track of your keys! At 
check in, you will receive an envelope 
with all your keys, use this as a handy 

resource to gather them all to turn in at check 
out. Keys must be returned at check-out; 
charges will be assessed for unreturned keys 
(up to $175). If lost keys are found, turn them 
in to one of the 24- hour residence hall desks 
or to the Odyssey information desk. You can 
also check the Odyssey information desk if 
looking for a lost key.

Have you downloaded the 

OMER’s World App yet? Hilton Coliseum Reminder:
Clear Bags are required.  Th e clear bag 
policy for the Hilton Coliseum can be 

found on page 15 of your coaches packet. 

Don’t Miss Tonight’s Awards Ceremony!

Teams, coaches, and officials have reserved Awards Ceremony tickets in their reg-
istration packets. All others will need to get their reserved seating tickets for the 
Ceremony from the Odyssey of the Mind Information Booth at the Memorial 

Union on Saturday by 5 p.m. Tickets will then be distributed at the Hilton Coliseum from 
6-7:30 p.m. All seats are reserved.  

Odyssey of the Mind World Finals Awards Ceremony - Saturday, May 30
Hilton Coliseum, 7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30)

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/omers-world-finals/id979057972
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ocs.confpal.omer&hl=en_US

